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A report to the community, friends, and supporters
of the Education Foundation of Albert Lea

Foundation celebrates 11 years in 2011
6 Distinguished Alumni honored
at Pathways to Success Banquet

The 2011 Pathways to Success Distinguished Alumni, their families and many
friends of the Education Foundation of Albert Lea enjoyed an evening of celebration, rec-
ognition, and inspiration at Wedgewood Cove in Albert Lea Thursday, Sept. 29, 2011.

The six Distinguished Alumni honored in 2011 are as follows:
Brigadier General (retired) James T. Tuberty— (posthumous) Class of 1946
Dr. Sunny Sundal Hansen— Class of 1947
Ralph I. Olson— Class of 1952
Dr. James P. Brill— Class of 1956

.
.
.
.
¢ Maestro Charles Schneider— Class of 1956
.

Chris Bredo Berghoff— (posthumous) Class of 1971

Lilah Aas, president of the Education Foundation, welcomed honorees and
guests. Rev. Curtis Zieske of Trinity Lutheran Church offered the invocation. Following
the meal and visiting, Dr. Mike Funk, superintendent of Albert Lea Area Schools, gave his
welcome and thanks to attendees. Al Arends offered a brief history of the 11 years of the
Foundation. Special recognition was made to guests who had been original members of
the Foundation board, their early work and vision to create the Foundation and raise the
funds to begin the various endowments.

Each honoree was introduced and given a copy of the Pathways plaque which
will be mounted with the previous honorees along the hallway area of Albert Lea High
School auditorium and commons. Each honoree then spoke about the passion and goals
that had led them to their successes. Most mentioned favorite teachers from their high
school years who had challenged them and prepared them to succeed in college and life.
Beverly Tuberty, Laura Berghoff and Gene Berghoff spoke for the posthumous honorees.

On Friday morning Chuck Schneider, Jim Brill, and Ralph Olson spent a couple
hours in an assembly with the senior class. They offered some initial comments about
how they had worked hard in school and college and the challenges they had faced. They
offered advice about how students could succeed in various ways. Following their presen-
tations, students enjoyed an extended period of questions and answers. Students espe-
cially enjoyed alumni stories about school spirit and sports as well as their suggestions.
The assembly was taped and replayed on the local Education Channel 4.
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The Education Foundation of Albert Lea is pleased to announce the first recipients of the $250 teacher
grant program. Nine applications were received and five projects were identified to be funded for fall semester.
Winners and their projects follow:

* Krystal Falkd $250 for art supplies. Southwest Middle School students will have the opportunity to
work with a professional local guest artist to create a new mural for the lobby area outside the Little Theater.

* Mark Blong, Jane Hanson, Teresa Bergene, Jacque Sorenson, Kris Seegerd $250 towards costs.
Sibley fourth graders will be going on a field trip to Mason City to visit the MacNider Art Museum, Music Man
Square, and the Surf Ballroom. The trip blends the art, music, and phy ed specialist programs for students.

* Al Helgersond $250 toward costs. As the new middle level ALC instructor, Al will be offering his stu-
dents a once-a-week opportunity for cooking and eating a breakfast together as a means of teambuilding and skill
building.

* Maurna Rome, Peggy Bennett, Nichole Brownlee, and Jessica Rasslerd $976 toward supplies. First
grade teachers from each of the four elementary schools plan to organize and host four PIE nights for their students
and parents in order to promote parental involvement in increasing the literacy of their students.

* Sonya Ziesked $250 towards purchase of a set of Ipads for use with the new gifted and talented program
students, assuming the remainder of the funds for the purchase can first be secured.

Those projects which were not funded at this time each received a letter of explanation highlighting the
positive efforts of their proposals and why they were not funded. All were encouraged to consider a re-design of
their project or another project and resubmit for the second semester of funding.

Future newsletters may report on the students

Proposals for second semester funding are due January 15, 2012. They will be reviewed by a committee of
board members and recipients announced by early February. Proposals must continue to meet the Grant criteria.
Application Criteria:

1. Need; 2. Number of students benefited by the materials/programs; 3. Cost; 4. No funds will be granted
for furniture, room dividers, or other materials typically funded by the school district; 5. No funds will be granted
for salary or fringe benefits for district employees; 6. No funds will be granted for student activity and/or rental fees
that would otherwise be paid for by parents.

Applications are available at www.efal-us.org, the Foundation website. Teachers should submit applica-
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‘Column
The value of the Education

I am passionate about the Education Foundation of impact the lives of students in the Albert Lea Area
Albert Lea. It came into existence because a group of Schools. The Foundation has evolved from buying stuff
citizens answered Dr . St forp buikding tolbhlding charaster thrpuph@ppdrtunitice
money to cover the costs of various items for the new for students and that makes me very excited, proud, and
high school which were not in the budget. resolute as the board continually strives to obtain more

The result was that the group evolved into the Edu-  funds for more opportunities. We annually fund activities
cation Foundation, a 501(c)(3) corporation, raising thou- for about 130 students. With more money, we could do
sands of dollars to Abuymostuff for a buildingo.
physical items were all needed equipment for the school It is gratifying to know that anyone who contributes to
that have been well utilized over the intervening eleven  the Foundation with whatever size of donation is touching
years and will be there for years to come. the life of a young person. Your gift is truly one that

As a result of generous donors from the community keeps on giving as the students of today go out into the
and beyond, however, the Education Foundation has world building successful lives. Please consider the Edu-

current assets of over $500,000 the interest from which  cation Foundation and its work as a part of your planned
provides the funding for several programs that directly giving. Building minds and lives is a powerful gift.

d Lilah Aas
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Students in Albert Lea Area Schools once again benefit-
ted from funds provided through the endowment in the
Foundationdés portfolio Kk
tance Fund.

One middle school girl was helped with a reduction in
her athletic participation fee to go out for track and found
that she is a gifted runner. At the end of the year she gave
the school social worker a big hug, thanking the social
worker so much for helping her go out for track. The stu-
dent said that the financial help made her school year awe-
some.

Such stories abound among the more than 120 students
who received a benefit from the fund in 2010-2011. Many
funds were used to reduce athletic participation fees but
funds also paid for fees to participate in programs such as

Just for Kix, Albert Lea Figure Skating Club, Family Y, Com-

munity Ed and Park and Rec. Payment is made directly to the

n opvwogramansbehdlflofehe récipigntestudenSt ud e n t

Overall in school year 2010-2011 over 120 disbursements

Assi

were made from the fund totaling $18,430.20. In school year

2009-2010, 127 disbursements were made totally $15,057.23
Approximately $15,000 is deposited annually from the en-

dowment fund into a school district account which the social
workers from the seven schools oversee to collectively agree

on the disbursements. Social workers are careful not to spend
the available funds to zero; carryover from year to year makes

sure that funds are always available.
Continuing donations help increase the earnings in this

endowment so that funds are available each year based on the

endowment 6s interest
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WALL OF RECOGNITION

Additions in 2011 include the following:

The Mike and Latifa Skaff family
Toro Corporation
Bill Svendson

Dr. David and Paula Prescott
DuWayne, Margie, and Robert Kirchner

NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS

Jim and Marilyn Brill and Karen Brill

Shirley M. Tennyson Bartholomew

MEMORIALS and GIFTS (June— November)

In Memory of: Donor(s)

Don Gross Nancy VanderWaerdt
Earl Cottrell Don & Mary Ann Petran
LoAnn Dyrdal David & Carol Larson

LaVonne Stewart Dennis & Doreen Dieser
Barb Ulman/LaVonne Stewart Davis & Julie Gilbertson

Gifts to various Funds: Donor(s)
General Dennis & Doreen Dieser
General Mary Keating

General Gil DeRoos

General Robert & Patricia Goldman
Teacher Grant/etc Hanson Tire/Dan Dorman
General Herbert & Donna Thompson
General Dick & Donna Humphrey
General Randy & Ellen Kehr
General Tom & Judy Mullen

In Memory of: Donor(s)
Don Gross/LaVonne Stewart Arlene Matson

Don Gross Donna Widenhoefer
Bob Haukoos Al & Pat Arends
Evelyn Johnson Rod & Linda Johnson

Clayton Westrum Dee Westrum

Gifts to various Funds: Donor(s)
General Rollie Neist

General Mike/Latifa Skaff Family
General Lilah Aas

General Tom & Judy Knudtson
General Nancy Skophammer
General Ronald & Marian Knutson
General Henry & Margaret Savelkoul
General Nancy VanderWaerdt
General David & Karen Wolff
General Greig Steil

The Foundation would gladly recognize gifts to the teacher grant or other fund made “IN HONOR OF”
someone, such as a special teacher from Albert Lea Area Schools, past or current.
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"A Community Committed to Children"

Board of Directors
Lilah Aas
Al Arends
Anne Bonnerup
Floyd Harves
Judy Knudtson
Ken Petersen
Nancy Skophammer
Lance Skov
Nancy VanderWaerdt
Ex Officio:
Lori Volz

2011 Distinguished
Alumni at Path-
ways to Success
Banquetd from left:
James Brill, Charles
Schneider, Ralph
Olson, Beverly Tu-
berty, Laura Berg-
hoff, Gene Berghoft.

Visit the Foundation at
www.efal-us.org

for more info:

All Distinguished Alumni
biographies

Nomination forms for 2012
Details on endowments

A4

Donations: How You Can Make a Difference in the Lives of Children

A gift to any of the funds will be a lasting gift for the benefit of children \1%1155
in the Albert Lea Area Schools. All donations are tax deductible.

Yes, | want to be a part of this important work:

My gift $ Additional pledge $ Date of pledge
Name Address

City State Zip Phone
Are you an ALHS alum? If so,classof Email:

Clip and mail this form and your check to:
Education Foundation of Albert Lea
P. O. Box 828
Albert Lea, MN 56007 Thank you!



